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 Welcome to First Grade at Douglas Elementary
   Mrs. Vanden Berg

   Room 1

   2022-2023
Note to Parents:
    Welcome to first grade and a brand-new school year!  It is my pleasure to be involved in your child’s education. I also appreciate your willingness to help and I am looking forward to working with you and your child! I am also looking forward to having a fantastic year. 
Lisa Vanden Berg 

1st Grade Teacher 

Morning Arrival/Afternoon Dismissal:

School will open for student arrival by 7:40. Students will go to the playground or breakfast until the first bell. Dismissal begins at 2:55. 
Please call the office or send a note if your child will be absent or late on any day. You may also email me if you know ahead of time.


Daily Schedule:

7:55 School Begins
9:50-10:10 Morning Recess

10:10 Snack
11:35-12:15 Lunch/Recess
12:45-1:30 Special (Science, Music, Pe and Art)
2:55 Dismissal

Behavior Policy and Classroom Management Objectives:
Love and Logic:

This behavior philosophy holds students accountable for their behavior and applies appropriate consequences to their actions. Teachers and Administrators will use the same behavior model when working with a child. The model includes the following set of questions that an adult will use to start a conversation with each child involved in a behavior incident: What are you doing? Are you doing it? What are you supposed to be doing? What will you do next time?

Capturing Kids Heart: Creating a Social Contract

Our classroom will generate a list of classroom rules and expectations and each student will sign the classroom contract. The list will include approximately 5-7 simple to remember rules, based on core democratic values: Respect, Ownership, Citizenship, Kindness and Service. 

Classroom Management:


Whole Group: In our classroom we will work together to ‘fill the gumball machine’. The children will be able to accomplish this in several ways. A few examples may include: working quietly, being helpful, finishing tasks, being good friends etc. When the gumball machine is filled with colorful gumballs the class will vote on an appropriate whole class reward. 


Individual Goals: I will be working with each child to develop positive school behaviors. Since each student will develop these skills at different times, I will be keeping track of their accomplishments and will share these at conferences or upon parent request if needed. 
Specials 
Art: Melissa Field
Music: Diane Smoltz
Science/Info-Tech: Susanne Bullinger
PE: Brian Cochran
· PE requires the students to wear gym shoes for all P.E. classes. You may leave an extra pair of shoes in your child’s cubby. 

Breakfast and Lunch in the Cafeteria:

Breakfast and Lunch are available to all students. Please refer to the school website or app on how to pay for your child’s lunch and/or breakfast.  

Menus are available on the school website, from the school office or found on the district app. 
Snack:

We will have a snack after our afternoon recess. Your child may bring a small healthy snack to school to enjoy at this time.  
Show and Tell:

We will definitely have opportunities for the children to bring and share their favorite things from home. However, please encourage your child to keep all ‘extra’ toys at home until a Show and Tell time has been provided.
Field Trips: 

 To be Determined
Holiday Parties:

Our first grade class will join in the celebration of seasonal events including Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine’s Day and other special circumstances when the class has earned a treat. Families will have the opportunity to provide food, drinks, paper supplies and help for these parties. I will keep you informed through newsletters, via email updates and on our Class Website.
Birthdays:

Your child may bring a small birthday treat to school on his/her birthday. The treat should be something that is ‘ready to eat’ and easily served by a 1st grader. This will take the place of our regular snack time, which is about 15 minutes in the afternoon. 
Book Orders:

It seems to be a tradition in elementary classrooms to participate in the Scholastic Book Order club. I will send the book orders home with your child and provide online ordering information as well. If you would like to order please return them by the intended due date with cash, or checks made payable to Lisa Vanden Berg. You may also be able to make your purchase and pay using a credit/debit card through Scholastic Online Ordering system. Our code is G2943: https://clubs2.scholastic.com
Communication: 
I will be available via phone: 269-857-2139. 

Email: lvandenberg@saugatuckps.com.  Classroom Website: http://lvandenberg.weebly.com/
Newsletters:
Classroom and general information will be available through a weekly newsletter (on the weekend via email or a ‘hardcopy’ on Monday) sent home with your child. The newsletter will also be available on our classroom website: http://lvandenberg.weebly.com/
Please let me know if you have a preference as to how you would like to receive this information. 
Box Tops for Education: 
This program is now available in a digital version only, which involves an app for your phone and scanning your store receipts. 
It is very easy to use (



